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WELCOME

The PTSO, SCA, the Administration and the whole school family would like to welcome you to a new school year in a wonderful new building.  Our mission, as always, will be your success.  Through steadfast devotion to this mission we all succeed.  
Yet, you must also be committed to and diligent in your efforts.  The results of this commitment will be immeasurable.  
To ensure everyone’s success, and the safe and orderly operation of New Kent High School we offer the simple guidelines in this handbook.  We wish you the best and will be available to assist you in anyway.  Have a great year.  
             Yvonne M. Jones
  Todd Miller                   David Baum

Principal

Asst. Principal
Asst. Principal
Mission Statement of New Kent High School
It is our foremost mission to facilitate learning, develop skills, and foster respect in order to provide the best education possible for the total development of the student within a safe and secure environment.  The New Kent High School faculty and staff will provide dedicated, effective direction and leadership, while seeking the support and cooperation of parents and the community.

School Colors: - Royal Blue and White                             

School Mascot: - Trojans
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FIGHT SONG:

Yes, we’re from New Kent High School

Trojans are we

Past and present happenings

Filled with victories

As before we stand together

Loyal and true

Onward, upward with our banner,

White and blue.

school song:

With a step that is steady and strong,

For New Kent High march along.

True to the colors we bear

Dark blue and white so fair.

In bonds of true fellowship

That the days and years cannot sever

United in friendship we stand,

For school, for friends, for alma mater forever.

Daily Bell Schedule                                                                        
Early Bell Rings:


7:47 A. M.


Tardy Bell:


7:50 A. M.

First Block Class:


7:50 A. M. – 9:25 A. M.


Tardy Bell


9:30 A. M.

Second Block Class:

    
9:30 A. M. - 11:01 A. M.


Tardy Bell:


11:06 A. M.

Fifth Period Class:


(meets every day)

   First Lunch: 

    
11:06 A. M. – 11:36 P. M.

Tardy Bell:


11:40 A. M.

   Second Lunch: 


11:40 P. M. - 12:10 P. M.


Tardy Bell


12:14 P. M

   Third Lunch: 


12:14 P. M. -  12:45 P. M.


Tardy Bell


12:50 P. M.

Third Block Class:


12:50 P. M. -  2:25 P. M.

On "odd" days, periods 1, 3, 5 and 7 will meet.

On "even" days, periods 2, 4, 5 and 6 will meet.

Half Day Bell Schedule                                                                                                      

Early Bell


    
7:47A M.


Tardy Bell 


7:50 A M.

First Block Class


7:50 - 8:51 A M.


Tardy Bell Rings

8:55 A. M.

Second Block Class


8:55– 9:43 A. M.


Tardy Bell Rings 

9:47 A.M.

Third Block Class


9:47 – 10:55 A.M.

Students Dismissed 


10:55  A.M.

Pep Rally Bell Schedule                                                                                                    
Early Bell



 7:47 A. M.


Tardy Bell  

 7:50 A. M.

First Block Class


 7:50 – 9:13 A. M.


Tardy Bell


 9:17 A. M.

Second Block Class


 9:17 – 10:40 A. M.


Tardy Bell


10:44 A. M.

Fifth Period Class

   First Lunch 

                  10:44 – 11:13 A. M.

Tardy Bell


11:17 A. M.

   Second Lunch


11:17 – 11:46 A. M.


Tardy Bell


11:50 A. M.

Third Lunch


11:50 – 12:19 P. M.


Tardy Bell


12:23 P. M.

Third Block Class


12:23 – 1:46 P. M.

Pep Rally Assembly 


  1:46 – 2:25 P. M.    

SCHOLASTIC AFFAIRS

Graduation Requirements

Standard Diploma
Discipline Area

 Units of Credit
         

English



4
   
     

Mathematics1
    3

Laboratory Science2
3

History and Social Sciences3
4

Health and Physical Education
2

Fine Arts or Practical Arts
1

Electives
5

Student Selected Tests

  

Total                                               22  
   

1 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall be at or above the level of Algebra and shall include at least two course selections from among: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II or other mathematics courses at or above the level of Algebra II.

2 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections in at least two different science disciplines: Earth Sciences, Biology, Chemistry, Ecology, or Geology.

3 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include Modern American Studies, World Geography, U.S. and Virginia History and U.S. and Virginia Government.

Advanced Studies Diploma

Discipline Area

            Units of Credit
          
English
4


Mathematics1
4


Laboratory Science2
4


History and Social Sciences3
4


Foreign Language4
3

Health and Physical Education
2

Fine Arts or Practical Arts
1

Electives
2

Student Selected Tests



Total 



 24

  
1 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall be at or above the level of Algebra and shall include at least three different course selections from among: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II or other mathematics courses at or above the level of Algebra II.

2 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections in at least three different science disciplines: Earth Sciences, Biology, Chemistry or Physics.
3 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include World History, World Geography, U.S. and Virginia History and U.S. and Virginia Government.

4 Three years of one language or two years of two languages.

Students who earn an advanced studies diploma while maintaining a cumulative B average will receive a Governor’s Seal on their diplomas.

Modified Standard Diploma 

Discipline Area                      Units of Credit
English
4

Mathematics
3

Science
2

History and Social Science
2

Health and Physical Education
2

Fine Arts or Practical Arts
1

Electives
     6       

Total
20

‡ This diploma is only for students who have an IEP, which will determine eligibility for this diploma.

VERIFIED CREDITS

	
	Standard Diploma
	Advanced Studies Diploma

	English
	2
	2

	Mathematics
	1
	2

	Science
	1
	2

	Social Sciences
	1
	2

	Student Selected
	1
	1

	Totals
	6
	9


Requirements for Promotion 
Grade  9 to 10
 6 credits

Grade 10 to 11
12 credits

Grade 11 to 12                                 
17 credits **

** Plus have all required subjects completed by end of junior year and be taking English 12.

Grades                                                                                                                                                          
The following letter grades will be used to express the numerical ranges as indicated below.  Plus and minus signs will be used where applicable to better clarify the students' position:


A (94-100)
B (86-93)
C (77-85)
D (70-76)
F (0-69)

All grades will be recorded on the cumulative record cards as letter grades.  Certain honors level courses as determined by the school board will carry weighted credit to be used in the determination of the grade point average. All transfer credits will be weighted as NKHS weighted classes, not based on the previous school’s weighting system.
Grade Point Average                                                                                                                              
GPA is determined based upon a 4.0 scale using all courses attempted. The following courses are currently honors courses and are weighted based on a 5.0 scale:

AP English 12                        AP American History                              Physics
        

Advanced English 11             Calculus                                                   AP Psychology
                         Advanced English 10             Trigonometry                                          AP Statistics


Student class rankings are determined at mid-semester.  All work must be completed within two weeks in order for a student to be included in the ranking.  Beginning with the class of 2011, an honor graduate must have as a minimum a 3.5 GPA.
grade Reporting                                                                                                                                       
There are four report card periods during the school year.  The regular card to parents will be issued not more than five days after the conclusion of the nine weeks period.  Teachers will use their discretion as to the number of grades each nine weeks.  Interim reports will be sent home during the fifth week of every grading period to advise parents if their child is not doing adequate work.


Examinations and  Exemptions                                                                                             

All students are required to take examinations in all courses both first and second semester.  However, students may earn exam exemptions if they meet the following requirements:

· 94 first semester average (SENIORS ONLY)

· 86 second semester average (Underclass 94% “A” average)

· No suspensions of any kind (ISS, OSS and Bus) or Saturday School

· 4 or fewer absences during the semester for block classes (6 or fewer absences in 5th period per semester).  All absences to school count toward exemptions.
· No more than 3 unexcused tardies to school at the beginning of the day.

NOTE:   Students who pass an SOL test and meet the above discipline and attendance requirements will also be eligible for exemption from second semester exam for that class.

Parent Teacher Conferences
All parent-teacher conferences should be arranged through the guidance office.  A parent desiring to discuss a student’s progress or other matters pertaining to schoolwork should not call the teacher at home.  After school hours are private and are usually devoted to grading papers, preparing for the next day and family life.  This regulation does not imply conferences and phone calls are not needed; indeed, they are desired.  However, the school reserves the right to schedule them before or immediately after school or during a teacher's planning period.

Schedule Changes

Students and parents are encouraged to pick up their schedules at the August pre-registration. There the schedules can be checked for accuracy and any changes can easily be made at that time.  Once school begins schedule changes are discouraged and nearly unattainable unless extenuating circumstances make changes imperative.  Any schedule change through the first nine weeks marking period will result in administrative placement into a suitable alternative class (if possible) or a study hall.  After the first report card is issued, students (with parental approval) have up to five days to petition the administrators for removal from a class.  If for some reason a student wishes to discontinue a class beyond this five day limit, the student and parent must petition the administration, and if granted an “F” is recorded for the year and the student will be placed in a study hall. 

Withdrawals                                                                                                                                            

Students withdrawing from school must follow the prescribed procedure for such action.  The guidance counselor will initiate this procedure after being notified by the student and parent.

Study Halls                                                                                                                                                 

Study halls are designed to provide a quiet time where students can study and complete homework assignments.  Students are expected to arrive on time, sit in assigned seats, and conduct themselves as if in a regular classroom situation.  Study hall teachers may not write passes to the library.  Individual teachers must write passes for students to go to the library.  It is encouraged that students take seven courses during their 9th and 10th grade years as study hall is generally reserved for upper class students.  Upper class students are reminded that only one study hall is allowed per year.

Homework    tc  \l 1 "Homework"      

Homework shall be considered as any assignment done outside the classroom.  It has three functions:  to reinforce prior learning, to help the student expand prior learning, and to prepare for new learning.  Homework can be divided into the following five basic categories:


A.  Specific written assignments.


B.  Specific reading assignments.


C.  Preparation of long range projects.

D. Periodic review of notes and study guides when no specific assignment has been given.


E.  Studying for assigned quizzes and tests.

The amount of time spent on homework may vary according to the subject matter being covered and the needs and abilities of each student.  On average, high school students should spend two hours each night on homework.

Homework shall be assigned nightly; however, the assignment of homework over weekends shall be left to the discretion of individual teachers.  Students shall be responsible for completing homework assignments on time.  Teachers shall be responsible for evaluating homework assignments on a prompt and regular basis.  Homework shall be a significant factor used in determining a student's evaluation.  

Students should not copy other students’ homework, as this will be considered cheating.  Students caught copying homework will receive a zero and be given appropriate disciplinary consequences.

Excused Late Assignments: Students will have three (3) days to turn in assignments as a result of excused absences for full credit. This is three school days when they return to school not three days of that class period. Students absent the day an assignment is due should turn the assignment in to their teacher the day they return to school, NOT the next time they see their teacher. Students are also responsible to ask a friend for the homework they missed while absent and make every effort to have it ready for the next class period when it is due.
Unexcused Late Assignments:

A. Homework turned in one day late for unexcused reasons cannot receive a grade higher than 69.

B. Unexcused late assignments at the high school will not be accepted after one block day.

C. Students taking senior English and Government classes will not be allowed to turn in unexcused late assignments for partial credit.  Any late assignments in these two senior classes will result in a grade of zero.

Cheating                                                                                                                                                       
New Kent High School fosters an environment in which a high priority is placed upon personal honesty and integrity.   Cheating is defined as any activity that involves receiving help and/or information to complete an assignment that was designed to be completed without any such aid.  Cheating is not limited to homework, tests, term papers, and quizzes but is also considered in cases of copying work from one person’s computer disk to another.  Cheating will be dealt with in a firm, fast and fair manner.  The result of such action will be a failing grade of zero for that assignment and may include up to a three-day suspension from school.  

Plagiarism                                                                                                                                                 

The act of presenting another person's literary, artistic, or musical work as one's own; it is the uncredited use of another person's material.  A work need not be identical to the original to be a plagiarism.  Plagiarism is intellectually dishonest and is therefore a form of stealing, an extremely serious offense.  In published works, plagiarism is illegal; in school reports, it is often a cause for a failing grade and severe disciplinary penalties.  All of the following constitute plagiarism:

A. Failure to document with quotation marks any material copied directly from other sources. 

B. Failure to acknowledge paraphrased material (someone else's idea). 

C. Failure to provide a bibliography.

D. Use of others' work as one's own, particularly in the arts.

E. Use of others' ideas as one's own for themes, poems, musical compositions, or artwork.

(Sources:  World Book Encyclopedia Volume P; McDougall Littell Grammar, p. 258).

Library                                                                                                                                                          tc  \l 1 "Library"
The library represents the single most important resource center available to students. Its collection includes a wealth of materials and information for informational and recreational reading purposes.  The library belongs to each member of the school.  In order that it may be used widely, it is necessary to be familiar with the following:

A. The library opens at 7:20 a.m. and closes at 4:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, except on days when faculty meetings are scheduled.

B. Books may be borrowed for two weeks and may be renewed after being returned.

C. No material may be taken from the library without being checked out at the desk.

D. Each borrower is held responsible for all library materials checked out in his/her name.  The borrower must pay for damaged books, as well as lost books.  A fine of two cents (.02) per day will be charged for each book not returned in accordance with the borrowing procedure.  Book fines will not exceed the cost of the book.

E. Students may visit the library at any time during the school day with the permission of their teacher.  Pupils entering the library must present the librarian with a teacher-signed pass.  The librarian should sign the pass when the student leaves the library to return to class or study hall.

F. Pupils should bring to the library all needed materials such as assignments, pen or pencil, and other such necessities.  Permission will not be given to leave the library to secure these items. 

Guidance                                                                                                                                                       

The guidance and counseling service at New Kent High School is designed to assist students in developing a greater understanding and acceptance of themselves.  All members of the faculty carry out this program, but primarily the guidance counselors who are specifically trained in such services are tasked with this service.

      Individual and group counseling services are made available to assist students in developing sound methods of self-appraisal (also refer to Guidance and Counseling Policy).  Informational services provide up-to-date and accurate information concerning personal and educational aptitudes as they relate to vocational choices.  Information in these areas may be obtained from the guidance office or the Career 

Media Center located in the school library.  Both teachers and students are encouraged to make use of this service.  The guidance counselors are available for career presentations on either an individual or group basis.

      The counselors serve as coordinators for community resources.  A referral to an outside agency is an effort to provide the most comprehensive approach in solving a student's problem or overcoming specific difficulties.

      Standardized testing is a necessary part of the counseling process.  The counselors interpret and explain the results to each student so that this information may be utilized by the individual to formulate a more thorough understanding of his/her abilities.  Because all standardized test results become part of the student's permanent record and are often used by college admissions officers and employment personnel in assessing ability, it is extremely important that all tests be taken seriously and all students are encouraged to do their best when faced with such testing.

      Placement services provided by the guidance department have been broadened to encompass occupational as well as educational placement for post-secondary education or career.  Although the two have been considered separate, they are different only in place and time orientation.  Occupational placement begins early and involves more than just finding a student a job.  The counselors are involved in assessing a student's aptitudes and preparing him/her for work long before the application process begins.  Counselors also have information for college-bound students about testing, scholarships, and financial aid.

      Students, teachers, and parents are encouraged to take advantage of the services offered by the guidance department at New Kent High School.  Active involvement of the faculty and parents in the guidance program is welcomed.  The counselors are available during the regular school day and on designated teacher workdays for conferences.

      New Kent County Schools are committed to continuing to provide guidance and counseling services in accordance to state guidelines and objectives. We have adopted the enclosed policy division wide as well as revising our curriculum objectives.  A copy of this policy is available in our school libraries.  If you wish to have your child excluded from any of the services offered by our guidance counselors, you may do so by providing a written request on an opt-out form.  As always, we encourage you to read each of our policies and call if there are any questions.

NEW KENT COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING POLICY - ADOPTED JUNE 1996 

The New Kent County School Board affirms that parents are the students' first teachers and that the public schools serve to strengthen family and parental support.  No student will be required to participate in any counseling program to which the student's parents or legal guardians object.

For the purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply:

a) Academic Guidance - Guidance which assists students and their parents to acquire knowledge of curricula choices available to students, to plan a program of studies, to arrange and interpret academic testing, and to seek post-secondary academic opportunities;

b) Career Guidance - Guidance which helps students become aware of and knowledgeable about the world of work and careers, plan action about work, jobs, apprenticeships, and post-secondary educational and career opportunities;

c) Personal/Social Counseling - Counseling which assists a student in developing an understanding of themselves, the rights and needs of others, how to resolve conflict and to define individual goals, that reflect their interests, abilities and aptitudes.  Such counseling may be provided either  (i) in groups in which generic issues of social development are addressed or (ii) through structured individual or small group multi-session counseling which focuses on the specific concerns of the participant(s).

At least annually, parents will be notified in writing about the academic and career programs, and the personal/social counseling programs available to students within the school division.  Parents will be advised concerning the purpose, general description of the programs, how parents may review materials to be used in the programs, and procedures by which parents may limit the students' participation in the program.  Information and records of personal/social counseling shall be kept confidential and separate and not disclosed to third parties without prior parental consent or as otherwise required by law.

It shall be the policy of the New Kent School Board with respect to personal/social counseling that parents will notify the school division in writing if the student is not to participate in the personal/social counseling program (Opt-Out:  See the last page of this section of the handbook  for the opt out form).

Counseling techniques which are beyond the scope of the professional certification or training of counselors, including hypnosis, or other psychotherapeutic techniques that are normally employed in medical or clinical settings and focus on mental illness or psychopathology are strictly prohibited.

MANAGEMENT OF STUDENT RECORDS NOTICE                                                                                   

The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18 years of age ("eligible students") certain rights with respect to the student's education records.  They are:

(1) The right to inspect and review the student's education records within 45 days of the day the school division receives a request for access.  Parents or eligible students should submit to the building principal a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect.  The principal will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time and place where the records may be inspected.

(2) The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the parent or eligible student believes is inaccurate or misleading.  Parents or eligible students may ask New Kent Public Schools to amend a record that they believe is inaccurate or misleading.  They should write the school principal, clearly identify the part of the record they want changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or misleading.  If the school division decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent or eligible student, the school division will notify the parent or eligible student of the decision and advise them of their right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment.  Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing.

(3) The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in the student's education record, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent.  One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure to school officials with legitimate educational interests.  A school official is a person employed by the division as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on the School Board; a person or company with whom the division has contracted to perform a special task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or a parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks.  A school official has a legitimate  educational interest if the official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility.  Upon request, the school division discloses education records without consent to officials of another school division in which a student seeks or intends to enroll.

(4) The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the school division to comply with the requirements of FERPA.

For additional information regarding management of scholastic records, a complete copy of the division's policies and procedures is available in each school's library.

Sexual Harassment Policy

It is the policy of the New Kent School Board to maintain a working and learning environment for all its employees and students which provides fair and equitable treatment, including freedom from sexual harassment.  It is prohibited for any employee or students, male or female, to harass another employee or student by making unwanted sexual advances or requests for sexual favors, or engaging in other verbal or physical conduct of sexual nature when (1) submission to or rejection of such conduct is used as a basis for employment of academic decisions affecting the employee or student; (2) such conduct creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working or learning environment; or (3) submission to such conduct is made either explicitly or implicitly a term or condition of the individual’s employment or participation in school programs.  Any employee or student who believes the he or she has been subjected to sexual harassment should file a complaint of the alleged act immediately to the compliance officer (building administrator). The administrator shall request that the complaint be in writing. Refusal to put the complaint in writing shall not preclude an investigation of the complaint.  The complaint should state in detail the basis for the complaint, the names of the persons involved, and the dates of any specific incidents.

False charges of sexual harassment shall be treated as a serious offense and those persons making false charges shall be subject to disciplinary action.  Any individual filing a sexual harassment complaint is assured that he or she will be free from any retaliation from filing such a complaint.  Retaliators will be subject to discipline up to and including expulsion or discharge. Retaliation against anyone reporting or thought to have reported sexual harassment behaviors is prohibited.  Such retaliation shall be considered a serious violation of the policy and shall be independent of whether a charge or informal complaint of sexual harassment is substantiated.  Encouraging others to retaliate also violates this policy.

Virginia High School League Activities                                                                                         

New Kent High School is a member of the Virginia High School League and is classified a Group "AA" school.  We belong to the Bay Rivers District of Region 1.


Varsity athletics are open to students in grades 9-12 who meet VHSL eligibility requirements.  Specific varsity sports open to boys include football, basketball, wrestling, baseball, track, soccer, tennis, cross country and golf.  Girls are invited to participate in field hockey, varsity gymnastics, basketball, softball, track, soccer, tennis, cross country, golf, and volleyball.


Junior varsity sports participation is available to students in grades 8-10 who meet VHSL eligibility requirements and have at least two years of varsity competition after the current participation year.  Boys may participate in junior varsity basketball, football, soccer, track and baseball.  Girls may participate in junior varsity field hockey, basketball, softball, gymnastics, volleyball, track, and soccer.


Non-athletic VHSL sanctioned competition includes forensics, one-act play and the scholastic bowl.  All high school students (grades 8-12) who meet eligibility requirements may participate.  Meets in these three areas are held at district, regional, and state levels.


We at New Kent are extremely proud of our winning tradition and want it to continue.  To help our school continue our winning ways, we need good student participation on school teams as well as enthusiastic support.

NO PASS, NO PLAY POLICY 


The following policy has been developed to increase the academic requirements for participation in extra-curricular activities at New Kent High School.  At the present time, the Virginia High School League's Scholarship Rule (28.4.1) mandates that a student pass five credits per semester and be enrolled in at least five credits per semester in order to be eligible for participation in League sponsored events.  The New Kent school administration supports this policy, and has expanded it to include a minimum grade point average requirement.  The "No Pass No Play Scholarship Rule" states:

“In order to participate in VHSL sanctioned activities (e.g., football, basketball, cheerleading, forensics, one-act play), marching band, or to serve as an officer in any high school class or club, a student must::
1. Have earned not less than five credits with a minimum 1.5 grade point average in the immediately preceding year for fall participation or have passed classes that carry five credits with a minimum 1.5 grade point average in the immediately preceding semester for spring participation.

2. Be currently enrolled in classes that will earn the individual not less than five credits.

Special education students who are making standard progress in their special education programs are exempt from the above regulations.”

Note that an incomplete grade shall count as an "F" until the student has completed work necessary to be given a final grade for the class in question.  This policy applies not only to athletic participation, but to any and all activities, honors, clubs, and the like that might be participated in by students.

THE SPECTATOR'S PRIVATE 
CODE OF GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP

The district principals have joined together to promote friendly relationships and good sportsmanship between our member schools.  We would like to ask your assistance as a spectator to help us set a high standard of sportsmanship that will serve as a positive example for all of our students.  Please read and observe the following guidelines for spectators that have been developed by the Virginia High School League.

The spectator should:

1. Realize that he/she represents the school just as definitely as does the member of a team, and therefore, has an obligation to be a true sportsman, encouraging through this behavior the practice of good sportsmanship to others.

2. Recognize that good sportsmanship is more important than victory by approving and applauding good team play, individual skill, and outstanding examples of sportsmanship and fair play exhibited by either team.

3. Recognize that, since the primary purpose of interscholastic athletics is to promote the physical, mental, moral, social and emotional well-being of the players through the medium of contests, victory or defeat is of secondary importance.

4. Treat visiting teams and officials as guests, extending to them every courtesy.

5. Be modest in victory and gracious in defeat.

6. Respect the judgment and integrity of officials, realizing that their decisions are based upon game conditions as they observe them.

PERFORMANCE CLUBS:

Marching Band 

COLOR GUARD 

WINTER GUARD

Concert BAND 

Chorus

CO-CURRICULAR CLUBS:

FCCLA   


TSA                                           FOREIGN LANGUAGE CLUBS
FBLA    


SCIENCE CLUB

STUDENT GOVERNMENT:

SCA 

Senior, Junior, Sophomore & Freshmen Class 

SERVICE CLUBS:

INTERACT CLUB

Varsity Club 
HONORARY CLUBS:

Beta Club 

Parent Teacher Student ORGANIZATION (PTSO) 

GENERAL INFORMATION

STUDENT BEHAVIOR

New Kent High School is a learning institution of high quality where COURTESY PREVAILS AND RESPECT FOR EVERY INDIVIDUAL EXISTS.  In cooperation with the faculty, students are responsible for maintaining an environment in which educational programs can flourish and both curricular and extra-curricular programs can go forward for the benefit of all.  Students are expected to maintain courteous and acceptable conduct towards each other and towards school personnel.  Failure to do so will result in quick and firm disciplinary action.  In the best interest of every student at New Kent High School, the staff will vigorously enforce policies concerning responsible student behavior as outlined in this handbook and subsequent publications.  Students are reminded that daily conduct is subject to videotaped surveillance, which is reviewed only by New Kent High School administration.

Passes
Any students excused from class by the teacher to go to any area on the school grounds should have a pass indicating their name, the time leaving, destination, the purpose for which they left class, and the teacher's signature.  Any student found without a pass is considered "out of place" and will be sent immediately to the office.
Parking

We consider driving to school a privilege at New Kent High School and we feel that all students should be ensured the right to safety and well being in the parking areas of New Kent as well as on the highway. All students wishing to park at the school must obtain parking permission through the assistant principal’s office.


Fees
The fees for the 2008/2009 school year are $25.00 for parking, $15.00 for a gym suit (all students taking physical education or weight lifting including advanced classes must be dressed in a New Kent High School physical education gym suit before being allowed to participate in P.E. activities), $5.00 for a lost lock, $84.00 behind-the-wheel drivers’ education fee, $10.00 for a replacement parking decal, $2.00 Technology fee, Ceramics - $30.00, Art - $20.00, Drawing - $20.00, Crafts - $20.00, Photography - $40.00, $6.00 general student fee, plus individual class dues: Freshmen & Sophomores- $5.00, Juniors & Seniors - $10.00.  Clubs will set their own dues.
Sickness at School
In the event a student becomes sick or is injured, he/she will be sent to the clinic where arrangements will be made to transport him/her to a medical facility or home.  In all cases except extreme emergency, parents or guardians will be notified before a student departs from school grounds.  If parents or guardians come to school to pick up their child, they must report to the main office and identify themselves.  Students must obtain the permission of the school nurse before they leave school, even when they are sick.  After signing out, the student will be entrusted to their parent's care.  No student should accompany another student to the clinic.  Any student who leaves due to illness without permission will be suspended.   
Dress  

Dress influences behavior.  In an attempt to minimize distractions and make the New Kent environment one of maximum learning the following guidelines are offered for student dress:

1. Full cut (no side slits), knee length skirts or dresses are allowed.  Knee length shorts are also permitted.  All shirts and blouses must have sleeves that extend to the edge of the shoulder.

2. Items and clothing not permitted include:

· Single and double tank tops

· Muscle shirts

· Clothing which exposes the student’s midriff, back or front, or shows significant cleavage

· See through clothing

· Tight or form-fitting clothing

· Clothing that displays messages or illustrations of drugs, alcohol, tobacco products, illegal substances, violence, sexually-related topics, death or gang related activity
· Pocket or belt chains (will be confiscated)

· Sagging pants worn below waistline (underwear should not be seen)

· Pajama or pajama style pants or tops / or slippers
3. Coats, hats and sunglasses worn to school are to be placed in lockers at the beginning of the day.  Hats and sunglasses worn to the classroom will be taken by the teacher and turned into the school administration.

Visitors
Students are unable to have visitors during the school day.  If unfamiliar people are noticed on campus, they should be directed to the main office immediately.  If they return after being asked to leave, they will be charged with trespassing.  Anyone who comes to pick up a student must have permission to do so.  Arbitrary dismissals will result in trespassing charges.  Former students are encouraged to visit teachers during non-instructional hours.
Telephones
Students will not be allowed to come to the office to use the telephones except on an emergency basis. The administration will determine if an emergency does truly exist.  No calls will be allowed for early dismissals.  Those arrangements must be made before arriving at school. Use of cell phones during the school day is strictly forbidden and will result in confiscation of the phone and disciplinary action based on school board policy.
Assemblies/Programs
All students are required to attend assemblies and should report in an orderly manner.  Respect for the rights of others requires that you pay attention to the program.  Any student behaving in a disrespectful manner shall be removed from the assembly and disciplined.  Assembly programs are provided as part of the educational program; therefore, no one will be allowed to leave school during assembly programs.  Anyone who disturbs the assembly will be removed and not allowed to attend any further such programs for one semester.  Students must sit up in their seats, should not do any classwork, must keep feet off the seats, must not talk or converse with others, must not sleep or "rest" during the assembly and leave on the proper dismissal.

Field Trips
Students are expected to accompany their classes on scheduled field trips.  All school rules and regulations apply during field trips.  All field trips are subject to approval by the superintendent.  Field trips are considered a part of the educational program and must be attended as made available.  Field trips are a special privilege to enhance one's knowledge.  Misbehavior or disobedience on such trips will terminate all rights and privileges of further field trips for the remainder of the school year.  Students who have 5 or more days of ISS or OSS will not be allowed to attend field trip events. 
School Supply Store
The school supply store is located in the main office complex.  Students wishing to purchase supplies may do so before school or in between classes.   The following items may be purchased in the school supply store:

     Composition Books (3 subject)  *  Erasers (pencil top, typing w/brush)  *  Dividers with tabs  *  Envelopes (letter size & manila)  *  Index cards  *  Legal pads  *  Liquid Paper Correction Fluid  *  Markers  *  Hi-Liters  *  Loose Leaf Paper  *  Graph Paper  *  Pencils  *  Pens  *  Portfolios (with and without pocket)  *  White Posterboard  *  Protractors  *  Clear Report Covers  
School Insurance
All students attending New Kent High School should be covered by insurance.  The forms for school insurance, both regular coverage and 24-hour coverage as well as dental insurance may be obtained from Mrs. Carter in the bookkeeper's office.  All monetary transactions will be handled directly with the insurance company.

Fire / Severe Weather Drills
Fire drills will be held frequently for the purpose of teaching students and faculty how to evacuate the buildings in the event of a real fire or disaster.  Upon hearing the fire signal, pupils will stop whatever they are engaged in, quickly form a line, and walk out of the building as indicated by the fire arrow posted above the door in each classroom.  Students should walk in single file to the area indicated by the evacuation plan that is posted in each classroom, remain quietly in line, and turn away from the building.  No one is to re-enter the building until the "all clear" signal is given by the school administration.  Anyone tampering with the fire alarms may be criminally charged as well as disciplined by the school administration.   Severe weather drills will be practiced during the school year.  Safe areas will be designated by teachers’ location as well as other specific safety guidelines to be followed.

Cafeteria
The cost of cafeteria lunch for the 2008/09 school year will be $1.75, and milk will be 50¢.  (Please note that these charges are subject to change based on school board approval).  Those students desiring to apply for free and reduced lunch will be furnished the necessary papers by their homeroom teacher.  All applicants will be notified of approval or disapproval by the principal.  (Note: Prices are subject to change at the beginning of the school year).  Every student is responsible for making sure that his/her tray and eating utensils are returned to the dishwashing room and that the cafeteria is kept neat and clean.

Dances:

Dances at New Kent High School are for high school students and their dates. These dances are not open to the general public unless otherwise specified by the administration.  Non-students will be admitted only when their names have been placed on a guest list prior to the close of school on the day of the dance and when they are with the person by whom they were signed up.  Once admitted to the dance, the guest becomes the responsibility of the student who signed him up and the New Kent student will be held responsible for any misconduct by their guest.  Middle school students may not attend high school dances.  Anyone attending dances must make PRIOR arrangements for transportation home after the dance (all dances end at 11:45 p.m.)  We ask them to please be on time when picking up students.  Extremely close dancing, suggestive physical contact, and “dirty” dancing will not be tolerated, and the couple will be asked to leave the dance. Furthermore, they will banned from all future dances.  

NEW KENT SCHOOL DIVISION EQUAL ACCESS POLICY:
The school board of New Kent County wishes to reaffirm its practice of non-discrimination with respect to the treatment of noncurriculum related student groups, including student religious groups.  Pursuant to the Equal Access Act, Title VIII of Public Law 98-377, access to secondary school facilities for noncurriculum related student groups may be provided under the following guidelines:

1. Noncurriculum related student groups are defined as those whose primary purpose it is to foster student interest in political, religious, community service or other recreational activities.

2. Noncurriculum activities covered under this policy are those that are conducted before and after the student instructional day.

3. Noncurriculum related clubs must have a monitor who is a certified employee, and who is a volunteer, approved by the building administrator.  In the case of religious clubs, monitors may not participate in the form, content, or activity of the club.  It will be the responsibility of the student group to make arrangements with a teacher who will provide supervision of the meeting.  A staff member must supervise all student meetings.  The student group must pay any supervision fee charged by the staff member.

4. Non-school personnel may not participate in such club activities unless approved in advance by the building principal.

5. Club activities governed by this policy must be student initiated, operated and promoted.  School personnel may not participate except in the general supervision necessary to protect the safety and well being of the students involved.

6. Any group, which interferes with the orderly conduct of educational activities, will be denied the opportunity to meet on school grounds.

7. Nothing in this policy is intended to permit any meeting or activity that is otherwise unlawful

8. Noncurriculum related student groups may apply for a meeting space by completing an application, which indicates the following:

A) How many students will attend the meetings.

B) The specific dates and times that the meetings will take place.

C) The name of the staff member who has agreed to supervise the meetings.

9. Groups, which are denied permission to use school facilities under this policy by the superintendent, may appeal the superintendent's decision to the school board 

10. In providing these policy statements, the School Board of New Kent County is not promoting, endorsing, or otherwise sponsoring noncurriculum related student groups.  

11. It is, however, making its facilities available on a nondiscriminatory basis.

Issuance of this policy is in accordance with Title VIII of Public Law 98-377.

PRIVATE 
TITLE IX  tc  \l 1 "TITLE IX"
The New Kent County School Board is in compliance with Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, as amended by Public L. #93-568,88 Stat. 1955 (except Sections 904 and 906 of those amendments) which is designed to eliminate (with certain exceptions) discrimination on the basis of sex in any education program or activity receiving federal financial assistance, whether such a program or activity is offered or sponsored by an educational institution as defined in this part.  This part is also intended to effectuate Section 844 of the Education Amendments of 1974, Pub. L. 93-380, 88 Stat. 484.  The effective date for this part shall be July 30, 1976.The New Kent County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of sex when employing personnel. 

CHILD STUDY
State and federal laws guarantee every child with a disability the right to a free appropriate public education.  If your child or another child you know is suspected of having a disability, please refer the child to our school division.  We provide special education services for children with an identified disability, ages two through twenty-one, inclusive.  For children below age two, we work in cooperation with the local Mental Health Board in identifying such children and providing appropriate services.  Please refer children that you suspect may have any of the following characteristics:

· a diagnosed disability or special syndrome

· a disabling disease or chronic illness (for example, heart problems, failure to thrive,   

· leukemia, epilepsy, diabetes)

· a hearing problem

· a visual impairment

· poor speech, unclear speech or no speech

· a birth defect

· a physical disability

· slow physical development (for example, delayed sitting or walking)

· symptoms of hyperactivity

· orthopedic  problems

Referrals may be made by contacting any of our local schools or by calling Gwendolyn M. Keeton, Administrative Assistant/Pupil Personnel Services, at 966-9650.

FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION PROGRAM

The 1987 Session of the General Assembly enacted Section 22.1-207.1 of the Code of Virginia requiring the public schools of the Commonwealth to implement a comprehensive Family Life Education Program.  In response to this mandate, the Board of Education has adopted Standards of Learning Objectives and Guidelines for the implementation of a comprehensive, sequential Family Life Education Program in grades K-12.  The Code requires that the program address family living, community relationships, the value of postponing sexual activity, human sexuality, human reproduction, and the etiology, prevention, and effects of sexually transmitted diseases.  In addressing this content, the program must promote parental involvement, foster positive self concepts, and provide mechanisms for coping with peer pressure and the stresses of modern living.

It is recognized by the Board of Education that Family Life Education is a continuing process of instruction and guidance which should be an integral part of the over educational program, contributing to the social, emotional, physical and intellectual well-being of students.  It should also address directly the following goals of public education in Virginia:


-Develop personal standards of ethical behavior and moral choice;


-Participate in society as a responsible family member and citizen;


-Develop a positive and realistic concept of self and others; and


-Practice sound habits of personal health and physical fitness.

In order for students to accomplish the broad goals of public education, more specific goals the Family Life Education Program have been established.  They are to help each student to:


1. Understand and appreciate the roles of family members.

2. Understand the characteristics of interpersonal relationships, which contribute to positive and effective family life.

3. Develop effective interpersonal skills.

4. Develop a positive self-concept.

5. Appreciate the worth of all persons.

6. Understand the physical and emotional development of humans.

7. Develop an appropriate vocabulary related to human sexuality and human reproduction.

8. Understand the process of human reproduction.

9. Develop an understanding of human sexuality.

10. Develop wholesome attitudes towards his/her own sexuality.

11. Understand the etiology, prevention, and effects of sexually transmitted diseases.

12. Develop appropriate attitudes for responsible adulthood, especially regarding participation as a parent, a member of a family unit, and a community member.

13. Develop short- and long-term plans for career and life-long goals.

NEW KENT COUNTY GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING

PARENT PERMISSION FOR EXERCISING THE "OPT-OUT" OPTION

Child's Name:   
                                                      Date of Birth:
_______
School:                                                                         Grade: 

                               
Having reviewed the Guidance and Counseling Policy, I hereby request that my child "opt-out" of the following:

              Classroom guidance; which is a planned, developmental program of guidance activities to foster students' academic, personal/social,

 and career development.

              Group counseling; which is conducted in small groups to help students resolve or cope constructively with their problems and developmental concerns.

              Individual counseling; which is conducted with students individually to help them resolve or cope constructively with their problems and developmental concerns.

PLEASE NOTE:  In the event of an emergency, crisis counseling may be provided as needed and the parent will be notified.

Parent's Signature:                                                                 Date:  

                                                     


FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY:
Received by:                        
                                         Date:  

                                   
Revised 5/1/96
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