
Over the past year, the NKEF raised record amounts of money for our 
school system! Our newest fundraiser, the Giving Tree Initiative,       
continued to grow, with over $12,000 coming in to purchase the beautiful 
leaves, apples, and stones that garner the tree in the lobby of NKHS in 
honor of family members, mentors, and other local heroes. This beautiful 
piece of art has also created new partnerships with our schools’  PTO’s, 
which are helping us sell out the tree and splitting the proceeds in return. 
We were pleased to kick off the Giving Tree initiative during the      
community orientations and a fall open house that we sponsored at New Kent High School. We contin-
ued to enjoy success with the 3rd Annual “Strike It RICH for Education” Bowl-A-Thon (where we part-
ner with parents, students, community members, teachers, and administrators), raising almost $15,000. 
Our longest running fundraiser, the Spring Basketball Tournament, was a fun filled day of  entertainment 

as the Old New Kent Grads stole the show in the final game. 

This year we were pleased to administer the Veronica “Roni” G. Ecimovic Scholarship for the Arts, a $1,000 scholarship awarded to a 
NKHS senior. We will continue to administer that scholarship, as well as the Lisa Gill Memorial Scholarship and the NKEF       
Scholarship. We walked for the first time as a group in the New Kent Relay for Life—another great way to give back to the          
community. We continued the Teacher Instructional Grant Program, putting almost $10,000 back into our classrooms via the creative 
minds of the best teachers in the state. 

The Foundation’s largest gift to the schools this year was the purchase of six new Promethean Boards. Four of these interactive white 
boards were installed at NKMS, and one went into each elementary school—a total value of almost $26,000! We were thrilled to learn 
that the School Board has now placed Promethean Boards in the rest of the NKMS core academic classrooms, making our middle and 
high school among the most technologically advanced in the entire state. Congratulations! 

In addition to the classroom technology advancements, the NKEF has also added a new tool to our own arsenal. We are now         
accepting online credit and debit card donations, as well as electronic checks, to make it even easier for you to help us! Simply go to 
www.nkeducationalfoundation.org, and then click on the “donate online” icon where you will be prompted through the 
“give2schools.org” website to direct your money into one of our various fundraising programs. It is secure and easy.  

I look forward to working with all of you at one of our events or seeing you in the County during the year. Thank you again for your 
continued support! 

Warmest regards, 
Alan W. Files, President 
 

It is a very special honor for me to write to you on behalf of the New 
Kent Educational Foundation. The 2008-2009 school year brings great 
transition and promises tremendous growth in our County’s educational 
system. I first became involved in education when my family moved here 
in 1991. My oldest son started at NKMS, and I became involved in the 
PTO there, working with Principal Howard Ormond. A year later my 
other son started at NKPS, which was headed by Principal Fred Balmer, 
Later, I fought for the school bond referendum, where I got to work very 
closely with Mrs. Carolyn Smith and Dr. Roy Geiger in the                 
Administrative offices. This year marks the retirement of all four of these 
great  individuals. As I take over the reins with gratitude from Steve Miles, who was our President over 
the last two years, and begin my term alongside several new principals and a new superintendent, I want 
to thank all of them for their dedication and service to education in our County. It is with new energy 
and an open mind that I look towards our future and hope to continue to 
guide the Foundation on the right path through another exciting year.  
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“George Watkins Elementary has been greatly enhanced by the receipt of this Educational Foundation Grant. The 
immediate result of this project has been a sense of pride in our school on behalf of the faculty and students.” 

                                                                          Peg Noctor and Keri Chrisman 
                                       The Butterfly Garden and Text Set Grant 

 
 

“With the money provided by the New Kent Educational            
Foundation, we were able to purchase forty-four sets of leveled 
texts from Rigby Publications. Parents responded with positive 
comments  regarding the quality of the books and activities. The 
students are more interested in these texts and the activities       
provided are a great alternative to the standard worksheets.” 

Gloria Johnson and Laura Richards 
First Grade Reading-At-Home Initiative Grant 

 
 

“We have used the Reader’s Theatre Scripts to improve     
fluency, vocabulary and comprehension in grades one 
through five. Our instructional staff believes that the         
purchased materials will aid our students’ academic     
achievement on the Reading SOL tests.” 

Beryl Proeschel 
Creating Fluent Readers: From Phonics to Fluency Grant 



�

Saturday, November 1, 2008 turned out to be a GREAT day on the AMF Hanover Lanes for the New Kent Educational             
Foundation’s 3rd Annual “Strike it RICH for Education” Bowl-A-Thon!  The event was a BIG success thanks to all of our team 
captains, bowlers, prize donors, and sponsors. Almost $15,000 was raised to support         
education in New Kent through our teacher instructional grants, scholarships, and technology 
initiatives. 
  Our sponsors played a large part in our success: 
  Platinum Pin Sponsor:    W.M. Jordan Company 
  Gold Pin Sponsors:    BCWH Architects, Davenport & Company, Covenant Woods 
  Silver Pin Sponsors:    AMF, Evelyn Logging, SunTrust Bank, Sands Anderson   
 Marks & Miller, New Kent Courthouse Village, Wythe Will Distributing, LLC  
   Lane Sponsors:    CRH Catering Co., MuniCap, Inc., Windmill Realty, Colonial  
 Virginia Bank, Citizens & Farmers Bank 
The team of Crump’s Crew (Joe Crump—Team Captain – representing NKHS) once again 
won multiple prizes such as the team that raised the most money—over $1,000—and Susan 
Musselman was our top individual fundraiser with over $500. We had a total of 32 teams for 
our 3rd Annual representing schools, businesses, civic organizations, and citizens all out to support education in New Kent County! 
Mark your calendar for our 4th Annual “Strike it RICH” event on Saturday, November 7, 2009 at Hanover Lanes  

from 2:30-4:30 p.m.  We guarantee a fun-filled day of bowling for a most important cause! 
~ May O’Leary, Chairman, 2008 “Strike it RICH for Education” Bowl-A-Thon Committee���� �
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Thanks also to all  
cash contributors and 

prize donors! 
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The Rotary Club of New Kent 
Joe L. Crump, Sr. 
Linda C. Anderson 
Lafon’s Beauty Salon, Inc. 
Susan Musselman 
Louis E. Abrams 
Alfreda & Rufus Bell 
Tarren L. Neiswander 
Joe L. Crump 
Verena McCall 
Douglas & Kathleen Allensworth 
Ray & May O’Leary 
Michael & Rose Branciforti 
Rebekah McClung 
Eleanor Edwards 
Juanita Clark 
Catherine R. Moffett 
Catherine F. Moffett 
Edward L. Satterfield 
Amy & Michael Leonard 
Keith & Mary Parknow 
Harriet Q. Wightman 
Rob & Karen Strimple 
Kristen M. Robbins 
James & Crystal Driggs 
Carol A. Bolin 
Deborah Gibrall 
Kevin F. Holt 
Willie & Deb Downs 
Karen Schureman 
Matt Duckworth 
Kimberlee Brittingham 
Wanda & Edward Watkins 

Sheila & Michael Morris 
New Kent Ruritan Club 
Deana Lea Sun 
Reid & Joni Wade 
Leigh Gutches 
Joseph & Susan Hubbard 
William & Glynis Robertson 
Kimberly Williams 
John & Karen Burcham 
Kayla Christian 
Nancy & Garland Terry 
Patti & John Ritter 
Holly T. Phillips 
Brian & Shannon Bennett 
Keith & Gilda Black 
Roy & Lauren Pullen 
Glen & Jodi Fiorenza 
Albert & Elaine Rutherford 
Mr. & Mrs. T.D. Murdoch 
Joanne Marie Huebner 
Wendy McLenaghan  
Ronda & Troy Foster 
Deborah Richards 
Charles & Lisa Housden 
Betty Wallace 
Craig & Catherine Pierce 
Harold & Pauline Miller 
Jena & Doug Simpson 
Bill & Donna Gammon 
Robert F. Richardson 
Gail & Baxter Hardinge 
Robbie & Teresa Lindsay 
Lynn & Luther Sodat 

Lois & Gerald Wilcox 
Margaret Ann Jefferson 
Mava & Steve Miles 
Diane Taylor Wallace 
Ida Mae Miles 
T. Hicks 
William & Katherine Kelly 
Christina A. Beal 
Robert & April Smith 
Linda Upshaw 
Joni Gantt 
Raymond & Laverne Shaffer 
Jeff  & Amy Mechling 
Danielle Allen 
Patricia Kern 
Russ & Cindy Macomber 
Dezarae Bertram 
William & Fonda Adams 
V. Gayle Spivey 
Virginia S. Terrell 
Chad & Kristen Honeycutt 
Ken Otey 
Sara R. Kellen 
Sarah E. Hodges 
Yvonne M. Jones 
Emily & Chuck Emmons 
Raymond D. Teagle 
Rita B. Carreras 
Terrie & Alex Mason 
Donna J. Harris 
Vicki L. Tibbs, DDS 
New Kent Jr. Woman’s Club 
New Kent High School 

Vegas Automation, LLC 
Impact Imaging Enterprises, Inc. 
Bell Floor Sanding, Inc. 
Austin Brockenbrough & Assoc. 
E.T. Moore Manufacturing Inc. 
Sandra & Ross Miller 
Todd & Jennifer Miller 
Andy & Alveza Todd 
Julie E. Young 
Pam Brooks 
Daniel & Diana Johnson 
Danielle R. Abbott 
John T. Moncrief 
Erica L. Berding 
Allen D. Schultz, DDS 
Charles City Forest Products, Inc. 
EVB 
Tsena Commocko Baptist Church 
Moody’s Logging, Inc. 
G.D. USA, Inc. 
Dunbar Milby Williams Pittman  
     & Vaughan 
Roy & Wendy Geiger 

 

 

Crump’s Crew 
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The New Kent Educational Foundation continues to work towards our goal of raising $70,000 in Giving Tree    
donations. Giving Tree sponsors are permanently recognized via an engraved leaf, apple, or stone located on the 
Giving Tree in the lobby of the high school facility.  Join our list of sponsors and reserve your leaf on the Giving 
Tree today! 
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The 5th Annual NKEF Basketball Tourna-
ment was better than ever in our new New 
Kent High School gymnasium! This year’s 
participating teams were: Eltham Auto 
Clinic, Second Liberty Baptist Church, St. 
Peter’s Church, Sands Anderson, New Kent 
Ruritan, New Kent Rotary, New Kent 
Grads, and Team VADA. Congratulations 
to the New Kent Grads, our first place    

winners, and Team VADA, who took home the runner-up trophy.  Many thanks to each team for their generous support of the 
New Kent Educational Foundation, to Ed Allen, Athletic Director at NKHS, for his continued support, and to the referee team 
for donating their time and expertise. Over $1,200 was raised at this year’s event! 
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Leaf $100 Stone $500 (Sorry, apples are sold out) 

The Mikelaites Family (Brianwood Business Park), Mariea Warren, Alan W. Files, Thomas & Carrie Evelyn, Tom & Emily 
Clay Evelyn, Christopher Lindsay, Van & Lynn McPherson, Betty Wallace, Bruce & Kathy Evers, Rick & Claiborne 
Richardson, The Rotary Club of New Kent, George & Elizabeth Jockish, Rick & Kris Stewart, Bob & Susie Tortolani, John 
& Markella Budesky, Yvonne & Herbert Jones, Thomas & Agnes Cashin, Lillian Blondek, Gertrude Lindsay, Everett & 
Janet Parsley, Harry & Minnie  Mountcastle, Allen D. Schultz DDS, Scott & Penny Suprun, Ronald & Mary Redford, 
Charlene & Bernard Silva, Mark & Pam Hill, The Metheny Family, Anita Otey, Stacy Simmons, James Burrell, James & 
Charlotte Woodall, Mary & Randy Buchanan, Marian Bareford, Kevin & Angela Schunk, New Kent High School PTSO, 
NKHS Future Business Leaders of America, Shirley & Charles Carter, John & Patty Gulick, Johnna Pardue, Thomas   
Watson, Melissa R. Hardy, Lisa & Steven Foster, Leigh & Gary Quick, William & Glynis Robertson, Phillis & Robert 
Blackwell, Brian & Sherry McCaughan, and Allison Tomlin 

2008-2009 Giving Tree Donors: 

The New Kent Grads Team VADA 

Proceeds from this initiative help the Foundation 
enhance educational opportunities for New Kent 
students through: 
      Teacher Instructional Grants 
      Scholarships for Graduating Seniors 
      Enhancing Technology  
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2008-2009 Use of Funds 

Technology Initiative: Promethean Board Purchase for New Kent’s Elementary and Middle Schools 
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2008-2009 Sources of Support 
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Founding Sponsors 

Founding Sponsors are businesses that contributed $5,000 and individuals that contributed  
$2,500 to the New Kent Educational Foundation during the first two years.  

  
Our Founding Sponsors are: 

 Marian Bareford  Bon Secours Virginia HealthSource Colonial Downs  William & Deborah Downs 

 Alan & Cindy Files Anup & Meera Gokli  Chap & Margie Harrison Bob & Carolie Kay 

 W. Vernon McClure, Jr. Steve & Mava Miles  Bobby & Carol Nelms Rodriguez Ripley Maddux Motley 

 Ray & May O’Leary Roxbury Ready-Mix  Craig & Catherine Pierce 

Principal Circle     $1,500-$2,499 
Hirschler Fleischer—Chuck Rothenberg & Jim Weinberg 

 
Education Circle     $1,000-$1,499 
Elis Olsson Memorial Foundation 

 
Scholar Circle     $500-$999 

Rotary Club of New Kent  New Kent United LLC 
Mava & Steve Miles  Joseph S. Yates 
Morgan Keegan   Peter Preisner 
Sands Anderson Marks & Miller Kathryn J. Carter 
David & Laura Ecimovic 
  

Academic Circle     $100-$499 
W. B. & Susan Block  Judy & Perry Cogburn 
Rife & Associates LLC  Rod & Joyce Molina 
Friends of Tommy Norment Stran Trout 
Chap and Margie Harrison  Ray & May O’Leary 
Reid & Joni Wade  William & Faye Lewis 
Allen Schultz, DDS  George & Jayne Pinelli 
Yvonne & Herbert Jones, Jr.  Colonial Virginia Bank 
Ronald W. Jackson  Carolyn O. Smith 
Brenda G. Cowling  Patricia S. Kern 
Cindy  Mikelaites   Cynthia A. Pitts 
John T. Maffei   Jacob A. Allen 
Dominion Foundation  March Properties LLC 

Cherry, Seymour & Hundley, P.C. 

 
Honorary Circle     Up to $99 

James & Jane Rust  Christina Clarke 
Wood’s Body Shop  John & Kim McLean 
Robert & Florence Edberg  Robert B. Stroube 
Fay & Nancy Combs  Susan Permoda 
Theresa L. Nash   Linda H. Upshaw 
J. Russell Curle, Jr.  Bonita M. Wyatt 
Deborah N. Ward   Keri S. Chrisman 
Kenneth & Jennie Stolarksi Denis Carroll  
Barbara A. Moss   Mujo & Sabiha Edrenic 
M. Carlton & Leslie L. Harris Vicki M. Garcia 
Jenella & Robert Walls, Jr. Lois & Gerald Wilcox
   
 

Anonymous Donations 
$1,296 

 
   In-Kind Donations 
 Thomas Evelyn  Lynn Sodat 
 CRH Catering  Steve Miles 
 New Kent Junior Woman’s Club 
 Brenda Cowling 
   

Our Bowl-A-Thon sponsors are recognized on page 3. 

2008-2009 Contributors 
For the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2009 

����������
��
���
	����������	������	�����	����������
��
���
	����������	������	�����	����������
��
���
	����������	������	�����	����������
��
���
	����������	������	�����	 ����
The New Kent Educational Foundation is now accepting online donations.  Go to www.nkeducationalfoundation.org  for a 
quick and easy way to donate to the NKEF!  If you are donating through the United Way, our agency number for the local 
government and schools campaign is 388 (for the combined federal campaign, our number is 97690). Your tax-deductible gift 
can also be sent to:                                           New Kent Educational Foundation 

P.O. Box 110 
New Kent, Virginia  23124 

Remember that some companies will match your gift! 
Please direct any questions regarding the New Kent Educational Foundation to Lynn Sodat, Executive Director. 

Lynn can be reached at 804-966-8557 or through email at clsodat@co.newkent.state.va.us. 


